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About Codex Alimentarius 

The C O D E X  A L I M E N T A R I U S international food standards, guidelines and codes of practice 
contribute to the safety, quality and fairness of this international food trade. Consumers can trust 
the safety and quality of the food products they buy and importers can trust that the food they 
ordered will be in accordance with their specifications. 

 

Scope of Standards 

The Codex Alimentarius includes standards for all the principal foods, whether processed, semi-
processed or raw, for distribution to the consumer. Materials for further processing into foods 
should be included to the extent necessary to achieve the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius as 
defined. The Codex Alimentarius includes provisions in respect of food hygiene, food additives, 
residues of pesticides and veterinary drugs, contaminants, labelling and presentation, methods of 
analysis and sampling, and import and export inspection and certification. 

 

Purpose of Standards 

The Codex Alimentarius is a collection of internationally adopted food standards and related texts 
presented in a uniform manner. These food standards and related texts aim at protecting 
consumers’ health and ensuring fair practices in the food trade. The publication of the Codex 
Alimentarius is intended to guide and promote the elaboration and establishment of definitions 
and requirements for foods to assist in their harmonization and in doing so to facilitate 
international trade. 

Codex standards and related texts contain requirements for food aimed at ensuring for the 
consumer a safe, wholesome food product free from adulteration, correctly labelled and 
presented. A Codex standard for any food or foods should be drawn up in accordance with the 
Format for Codex Commodity Standards and contain, as appropriate, the sections listed therein. 

 

Contact Information 

Dr. V.T.S.K. Siriwardana, 
Directive of Environment & Occupational Health 
Ministry of Health, Sub Office 
2nd Floor, No 26, Sri Sangaraja, Mawatha, Colombo - 10 
 
Tel: + 94 714499222 
E-mail: lankacodex@gmail.com 
Website: http://health.gov.lk 
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