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American Spice Trade Association Cleanliness Specifications Document 

 

About American Spice Trade Association 

The American Spice Trade Association (ASTA) represents the interests of the U.S. spice 
industry.  ASTA’s members include U.S. based agents, brokers and importers, and companies 
based outside of the U.S. that grow spices and ship them to the U.S. and other companies 
associated with the U.S. spice industry.  ASTA members manufacture and market the majority of 
spices sold in the U.S. for industrial, food service and consumer use. The highest priority of ASTA 
and our members is ensuring the supply of pure, safe spice to American consumers. ASTA also 
works to shape public policy on behalf of the global industry and advance the business interests 
of our members. 

 

Scope of Document 

The ASTA Cleanliness Specifications establish limits for macroscopic extraneous matter for 
domestic and imported spices, seeds, and herbs coming into the U.S. The Cleanliness 
Specifications also include microscopic filth limits (e.g., insect fragments, rodent hairs) for specific 
products that are also addressed by the U.S. FDA Defect Action Levels (DALs). 

 

Purpose of Document 

All spices imported into the U.S. are required to meet federal regulatory requirements for safety 
and cleanliness. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is the primary regulatory agency 
with authority to regulate the safety and cleanliness of spices. The ASTA Cleanliness Specifications 
(Appendix 5) are widely recognized within the spice industry and should be applied in transactions 
between buyers and sellers of spices. The Cleanliness Specifications do not address microbiological 
contamination of spices or the adulteration of spices through the inclusion of dyes or other 
materials not permitted in spices. 
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Table 1: ASTA Cleanliness Specifications for Spices, Seeds & Herbs 
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Table 1A: ASTA Cleanliness Specifications for Ground Processed Spice 

Table 2: Micro-organisms found in Spices 

 

Contact Information 

1101 17th Street, NW Suite 700 

Washington, DC 20036 USA 

Tel: 202-331-2460 

Fax: 202-463-8998 

Website: www.astaspice.org 
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